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el T\ o] ] are deeply seated beliefs
often taken for granted
sustain power imbalances
cause systemic inequalities
perpetuate wealth gaps
perpetuate health gaps




Gender Norms BTN {18 2= i e
can shift over generations
evolve with education

& exposure



Gender Norms measured in 2022 survey

o A woman is not fully a woman until she becomes a
mother

O Even if a woman makes more money than her partner,
he still decides how to spend the money

o A woman should have sex with her partner even when
she does not want to

O | would feel too shy or embarrassed to get
contraceptives at a clinic / health center
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Country Comparisons on Norm Endorsement



Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norm

“A woman is not fully a woman until she becomes a mother”
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Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norm

“A woman is not fully a woman until she becomes a mother”
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Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norm

“Even if a woman makes more money than her partner, he still decides how to spend it”
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Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norm

“Even if a woman makes more money than her partner, he still decides how to spend it”

USA Pakistan Nigeria North Nigeria South
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Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norm

“A woman should have sex with her partner even when she does not want to”
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Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norm

“A woman should have sex with her partner even when she does not want to”
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Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norm

“l would feel too shy or embarrassed to get contraceptives at a clinic”
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Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norm

“l would feel too shy or embarrassed to get contraceptives at a clinic”
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Impact of Education on Generational Shift in Norms



Sub-Group of Women

Education amplifies Generational Shift (except in Pakistan)
“A woman is not fully a woman until she becomes a mother”

USA Pakistan Nigeria North Nigeria South
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Sub-Group of Women

Education amplifies Generational Shift in USA & Ethiopia

“Even iIf a woman makes more money than her partner, he still decides how to spend it”
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Education amplifies Generational Shift (except in Pakistan)

“A woman should have sex with her partner even when she does not want to”
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Sub-Group of Women

Education has no strong impact in Generational Shift

“l would feel too shy or embarrassed to get contraceptives at a clinic”
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Impact of Education on Generational Shifts
Summary

® Younger women with higher education are more likely to reject norm
of motherhood than their peers with lower education in most
countries, except Pakistan

® Younger women with least education are more likely to endorse
norm of not refusing sex with partner than their peers with higher
education

® Younger women with higher education do NOT feel more
empowered to procure thelr own contraceptives



Reasons for No / Small Generational Shifts iIn Norms



Why ' fouilty is highly valued (in Pakistan)
Motherhood

. ttis the same even fa’z /zigk[y educated women

IS Essential

.. awoman (s infe’zia’z y[ not ma’z’ziec[, 0% ma’z’ziec[ anc[ /zave

no childven

.. y[ no Aaby n fi’zst year of maruage, peap[e will think

there is samet/zing 1S Wiong with the man

.. sﬁce neecls to be a mother to be ’zecognizeal in the soctety




Why Women
Control their
Own Money

* Pakistani society grossly and routinely misinterprets
Islam and the Quran even though they cite it all the time.
The citing of religious text out of context is more a
reflection of cultural understanding of gender norms.

. tAe woman's money (S /wfz own money - it 1s in t/ze

Qu’zan *

.. a/epencls on the tuibe - J(ikuyu women would never gue
t/tei’z money to t/zei’z men!

A t/ze man neec[s to suppott t/Le woman, even W/zen

c[im’zcing the woman

. men Aecome /azy W/zen women aie é’zinging n a /ot 0/[

money




Why CannOt .. whenever your hushand ask you to come to Ae&[, you
Refuse Sex cannot refuse it - it 1s guna *

. . . men nevet get enaug%c; Just let him /zave it 50 he does not

get out of t/ze /zause

.ot away o p[easmg /Lim, to get fam’zs especia[/y

ﬁnancia[ ones

. itisa c[uty

* Pakistani society grossly and routinely misinterprets
Islam and the Quran even though they cite it all the time.
The citing of religious text out of context is more a
reflection of cultural understanding of gender norms.




Why Shy / . jami/g p[anning is wiitten on the doot, eve’ngoc[y
Embarrassed knows what you aze c[oing when you aze going thete

to Get ... you are Aeing juc[gec[, t/zeg put too many bad names on

COntraceptiOn you - you aze a wild woman, you have bad manneis, you are
not a gooc{ Chuistian

. g[ you ate young OMO[ not ma’z’ziea[, you ae not supposeal
to be c[oing ('t

.. y[ you are young and ma’z’ziea/, you should be /wwing
babies




Conclusion



Progress is Slow

Generational Shifts in Norms are Happening but Slowly...



Endorsement/Rejection of Restrictive Gender Norms
Summary

® Younger women are more likely to reject restrictive gender norms
than older women in most countries

® Younger women with higher education are more likely to reject
restrictive gender norms than their peers with lower education In
most countries

® Power to refuse sex still imited by deeply ingrained norms often
attributed to religion / tradition and power imbalances

® Power to obtain contraception still limited by strong stigma and
socilal disapproval



The End



